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2«.—Average Annual, Weekly and Hourly Earnings of Female Wage-Earners Employed 
in the Forty Leading Industries, 1938 

NOTE.—Industries ranked according to the number of female wage-earners employed. 

Industry 

Clothing, women's factory 
Clothing, men's factory (including furnishings). 
Hosiery and knitted goods 
Cotton yarn and cloth 
Boots and shoes, leather 
Biscuits, confectionery, cocoa, etc 
Fruit and vegetable preparations 
Tobacco, cigars and cigarettes 
Electrical apparatus and supplies 
Rubber goods (including footwear) 
Silk and artificial silk 
Bread and other bakery products 
Printing and bookbinding 
Boxes and bags, paper 
Woollen cloth 
Hats and caps 
Medicinal and pharmaceutical preparations 
Printing and publishing 
Woollen yarn 
Clothing contractors, men's and women's 
Fur goods 
Corsets 
Miscellaneous paper products 
Slaughtering and meat packing 
Tobacco processing and packing 
Fish curing and packing 
Gloves and mittens, leather 
Sheet-metal products 
Miscellaneous chemical products 
Miscellaneous leather goods 
Automobile supplies 
Hardware and tools 
Cotton goods, n.e.8 
Jewellery and silverware 
Lithographing 
Coffee, tea and spices 
Butter and cheese 
Foods, miscellaneous 
Pulp and paper 
Bags, cotton and jute 

Average Earnings 

Annual 

Totals, Forty Leading Indus t r ies . 

Totals, All Industr ies 
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594 
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1 Figures not available. 

Real Earnings of Employees in Recent Years.—When the index number 
representing the average yearly wages, with 1917 as a base, is divided by the index 
number of the cost of living, converted to the same base, it is seen that real wages 
advanced by 28-2 p.c. between 1917 and 1938. Index numbers for 1931 to 1938 
are given in Table 27. In 1931 real wages reached 119-1, declined to 1130 in 1933, 
rose again to 130-8 in 1937, the highest on record, and dropped to 128-2 in 1938. 


